THE ROYAL PLOT
rock of William's farsighted self-interest. His connexions
with England were strengthened and multiplied every day.
His chest was filled with complaining letters from Whig and
Tory magnates. He knew what an improvident exchange
James was making in driving away the old traditional friends
of the English monarchy, and seeking in their stead to found
himself upon elements saturated with a conception of limited
monarchy then deemed republicanism. He would not try to
build upon a threatened authority. Vital to the Protestant
cause as was the alliance with England, William would not
seek it through such doubtful agency. He looked behind
the gimcrack politics of the King to the rising anger of the
nation., and kept the path clear for his own ambitions. He
therefore declined to support or approve the Declaration of
Indulgence.
William was already in close touch with Halifax. The
Great Trimmer felt intensely the new list of the ship, and
leaned all the weight of his sagacity and influence to counter
it. " I do not find the measures now taken," he wrote in a
letter of July 20, 1686,
are such as would encourage a man to be a gamester, after he hath
been turned out for a Wrangler; except one could divest oneself
of those foolish things called principles, which I find the meaner
sort of man uses like their clothes and make them willing to the
fashion whatever it is ; which is a pitch of understanding I am
not yet come up to, and consequently am too dull to meddle with
so nimble a trade as those whose politics grow of late in the world
[a reference to Sunderland], I am too slow a beast to keep pace
with them now that they are upon the gallop. The four new
Privy Councillors [all Catholics], the Commission of Supremacy
[the Ecclesiastical Commission] and several other things set up
included in them give a pretty fair prospect of what is reasonable
to be expected.1
Thus Halifax!
In January 1687 came the fall of the Hydes. For a long
time both had been unhappy in their offices. Clarendon in
Ireland had been overawed by Tyrconnel; Rochester at
1 Foxcroft, Halifax, i, 466.